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The ASCIA Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held on Thursday 5 September 2024, 13.30-14.00 at the Adelaide 
Convention Centre, South Australia, chaired by A/Prof Theresa Cole. 

ASCIA acknowledges and pays respect to past, present and emerging traditional custodians and elders of the lands 
on which we live and work, and recognises the continuing connection to land, sea and culture of all first nations 
people. 
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ASCIA Membership Overview 
ASCIA members are health professionals who work in the areas of allergy, clinical immunology and 
immunopathology. As at August 2024, there are 760 ASCIA members, comprising: 

• 295 Full ASCIA members who include clinical immunology/allergy specialists who are listed on the ASCIA 
website www.allergy.org.au/patients/locate-a-specialist 

• 79 Associate (Trainee) 
members (10%) who are 
completing their advanced 
training to become clinical 
immunology/allergy 
specialists. 

• 140 Associate (Medical) 
members (18%), who are 
medical practitioners who 
manage some patients with 
allergic conditions, but are 
not clinical 
immunology/allergy 
specialists. These include 
paediatricians and GPs with 
additional training in allergy.  

• 179 Associate (Other 
Health Professional) 
members (24%), including 
116 nurses, 49 dietitians and 
14 “other”. 

• 42 Associate 
(Scientist/Researcher) 
members (6%). 

• 25 Retired ASCIA members 
(3%). 
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ASCIA Pre i ent’   eport: A/Prof Theresa Cole  
It is a pleasure to present the highlights over the past year, including several important milestiones for ASCIA in 2024.  

I take this opportunity to acknowledge that ASCIA initiatives highlighted in this report depend on voluntary 
contributions from ASCIA members of their clinical and academic expertise, as well as project coordination by ASCIA 
staff, working with other organisations.  

New ASCIA Strategic Plan for 2024-2028  

In 2024 a new ASCIA Strategic Plan was developed based on: 

•  S   ’  Purpo e, Strategic  rea  of  ocu  an  Prioritie  within the e 
areas 

• Findings from the ASCIA Priorities Report 2022-2023 including areas 
for improvement  

• National Allergy Council initiatives assigned to ASCIA including the 
Shared Care for Allergy and Schools/Childcare projects 

• ASCIA Immunodeficiency Strategy priorities  

This plan is available open access on the ASCIA website 
https://www.allergy.org.au/ascia-reports  

 

It is now 10 years since: 

• The first ASCIA Annual Conference 

In 2014 ASCIA renamed its Annual Scientific Meeting (ASM) to ASCIA Annual Conference to reflect the 
comprehensive program.  

The ASCIA Annual Conference continues to be the leading source of allergy and clinical immunology CPD in 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Thank you and congratulations to Dr Jovanka King for chairing the successful ASCIA 2024 Conference.  

• ASCIA expanded its operations 

ASCIA expanded operations and moved into an office in Brookvale, Sydney in November 2013 and 
ASCIA staff has increased from 4 (in 2013) to 7 (in 2024).  

It is 5 years since ASCIA purchased its own office in 2019 to provide a stable and productive workplace 
for its expanded team. 

• ASCIA established AIFA 

Generous donors and sponsors have enabled the Allergy and Immunology Foundation of Australasia 
(AIFA) to award over $700,000 to 40 research projects since 2014.  

The lead investigators of 27 research projects who received AIFA grants have presented at the ASCIA 
Annual Conference AIFA Symposium since 2021.  

• ASCIA established TAPID 

The first Transplantation and Primary Immune Deficiency (TAPID) collaboration meeting was held in 
2014 to address issues regarding transplantation and primary immunodeficiency. Monthly online and 
annual in-person TAPID meetings have continued since then.  

• ASCIA started developing a National Allergy Strategy for Australia  

This has since developed into the National Allergy Council in partnership with Allergy & Anaphylaxis 
Australia and in collaboration with other stakeholders. Funding has been received from the Australian 
government for implementation of several projects, as outlined in this report. 

https://www.allergy.org.au/ascia-reports
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ASCIA Immunodeficiency Strategy Progress 

Two of the Strategy goals have been achieved in 2024: 

• Newborn Screening for Severe Combined Immune Deficiency (SCID) is now 
available throughout Australia and New Zealand 

• A new ASCIA Inborn Errors of Immunity (IEI)/Primary Immune Deficiency 
(PID) Clinical Care Standard has been developed 

 

ASCIA Adult Practice committee  

This has replaced the ASCIA Education committee to increase focus on:   

• Adult allergy and immunology issues 

• Developing more autoimmunity resources 

 

ASCIA Online Meetings  

ASCIA expanded its online meetings in 2023 to include: 

• PIAIG - Paediatric Immunology and Allergy Interest Group 

• TAILS - Trainees In Allergy and Immunology Lecture Series 

• Regular online meetings for ASCIA nurses and dietitians 
www.allergy.org.au/conferences/online-meetings  

 

ASCIA Reports and Submissions 2023-2024 

ASCIA continues to prioritise advocacy on behalf of ASCIA members: 

• More than 10 reports developed including ASCIA workforce survey reports 
www.allergy.org.au/ascia-reports 

• More than 15 submissions lodged including ASCIA MSAC application for 
supervised oral food challenges MBS item number  

www.allergy.org.au/ascia-submissions   

 

ASCIA Communications 2023-2024 

• ASCIA monthly e-newsletters are sent to 760 ASCIA members and ~5,500 
community subscribers 

• ASCIA members are sent interim updates by email 

• More than 40 ASCIA news items issued on website 

• ASCIA social media posts and reach continue to increase 

 

ASCIA Website 2023-2024 

Annual ASCIA website visits continue to increase with more than: 

• 3 million pageviews (~250,000 per month) 

• 2 million sessions (visits) 

• 1.9 million users (unique visitors) 

The ASCIA website is regularly reviewed and updated 

 

http://www.allergy.org.au/conferences/online-meetings
http://www.allergy.org.au/ascia-reports
http://www.allergy.org.au/ascia-submissions
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Highlights from National Allergy Council Shared Care and Schools/Childcare projects assigned to ASCIA  

 
 

ASCIA Support for Health Professional Education and Training Initiatives 

 S    receive  18 EO   an  5 have  een  electe  for fun ing: 

•    ociate hip of  linical  llergy (   ) an   ural an   egional  linical 
 llergy  etwork ( 2   ) 

• Virtual    unology  linic for General Practice  ural  nitiative for Practice 
E ucation (V   GP   PE) 

•  o prehen ive Mental Health  raining Progra  for  llergy Health 
Profe  ional  

•  egional an   ural Maternal  hil  Health  ur e   llergy E ucation Progra  

•  S     oo   llergy Dietitian  ecognition Progra  an   ertification Mo el 

More  etail  are on the  S    we  ite: 

www.allergy.org.au/a out a cia/info up ate /call for eoi  fro  a cia  e  er  for allergy e ucation an  training 
initiative   

 

Evaluation of ASCIA Anaphylaxis e-training Courses 

Reports based on mandatory feedback surveys have been developed for the first 
time since ASCIA e-training courses were introduced in 2010: 

• Feedback from 1,730 health professionals in 2023 indicated that learning 
needs were met by more than 90% of participants 

• Feedback from 43,945 participants in the Australasian versions of the 
schools, childcare and community courses in 2023 found that more than 94% 
thought the content covered all relevant information. 

Updates will be made as a result of feedback, including development of animated 
video versions of ASCIA anaphylaxis refresher courses to increase access to training. 
 

Plan to Develop ASCIA Referral Toolkit  

In August 2024 ASCIA held an inaugural meeting for heads of public hospital 
allergy/immunology departments in Australia and New Zealand: 

• Whilst workforce issues need further advocacy, discussions indicated that 
improvements to the referral process could be helpful 

• An ASCIA Referral Toolkit will be developed to assist this process 

www.allergy.org.au/patients/allergy-and-clinical-immunology-services  

• Other re ource  have  een reque te  to  upport the toolkit 

 n overview of  eeting outco e  i  on the  S    we  ite:  
www.allergy.org.au/a out a cia/info up ate /inaugural a cia  eeting for hea   of allergy i  unology  epart ent  
 

New ASCIA Quicklinks Improve Access to Resources  

More than 100 topics for patients and carers have been updated on the ASCIA 
website www.allergy.org.au/patients to:  

• Simplify language and improve format into FAQ 

• Include links to patient/carer organisations at the start of each FAQ 

To improve access and promote updated ASCIA resources: 

• QR codes have been added to ASCIA webpages 

• New ASCIA Quicklinks brochures with QR codes have been developed 
www.allergy.org.au/about-ascia/quick-links  

 

 

http://www.allergy.org.au/about-ascia/info-updates/call-for-eois-from-ascia-members-for-allergy-education-and-training-initiatives
http://www.allergy.org.au/about-ascia/info-updates/call-for-eois-from-ascia-members-for-allergy-education-and-training-initiatives
http://www.allergy.org.au/patients/allergy-and-clinical-immunology-services
http://www.allergy.org.au/about-ascia/info-updates/inaugural-ascia-meeting-for-heads-of-allergy-immunology-departments
http://www.allergy.org.au/patients
http://www.allergy.org.au/about-ascia/quick-links
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CONCLUDING COMMENTS  

ASCIA remains in a very strong position, with significant milestones and achievements over the past year:  

• Through collaborations such as the National Allergy Council and the ASCIA Immunodeficiency 
Strategy, we believe that ASCIA has an even stronger foundation for future growth.  

• It is a very exciting time and ASCIA is at the forefront to lead allergy and clinical immunology initiatives 
in Australia and New Zealand. Implementing these initiatives enables us to work towards improving 
access and clinical care for patients with allergies, immunodeficiencies and other immune disorders. 

I take this opportunity to thank: 

• Other ASCIA Directors - Dr Michael O’Sullivan, A/Prof Jane Peake and Dr Kathryn Patchett, and ASCIA 
Council members for their valued advice and support.   

• ASCIA team - Jill Smith, Michelle Haskard, Rikki Dunstall, Nadene Dorling, Emily Mamo, Georgina 
Egan and Lara Martin for working together with our main suppliers (including Impagination and ICMSA) 
to ensure that ASCIA provides members with services, whilst keeping ASCIA operations sustainable.  

• Dr Jovanka King and her committee on organising the successful ASCIA 2024 Conference, which has 
attracted over 600 delegates and a sold out exhibition.  

We  elieve that the hy ri   o el will  e u eful into the future, to increa e participation when travel i n’t 
possible or feasible for all delegates, and to provide CPD on demand for 6 months after the event.    
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ASCIA Finance Report: Dr Michael O’Sullivan  
This report is based on the audited ASCIA financial report which covers the 2024 financial year (FY24) from 
1st July 2023 to 30th June 2024.   

Once accepted at the ASCIA 2024 AGM, this financial report will be submitted by ASCIA to the Australian 
Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) and will be available on the ACNC website.    

ASCIA FINANCIAL POSITION FY24 

 

•  S   ’  inco e an  expen iture ha   een relatively  ta le fro   Y22 to FY24.  

• ASCIA made a surplus of $30,026 in FY24. 

• ASCIA is a not for profit charity so we aim to operate close to break even, whilst retaining equity for 
long term financial sustainability. 

 

• ASCIA has retained earnings (equity) of $1,963,379 in FY24. 

• This buffer is important for long term financial sustainability, and to enable ASCIA to provide some 
member services that are not funded by grants from government or industry. 

•  S   ’  lia ilitie  are  ainly  ue to inco e receive  in a vance, inclu ing the  S     onference and 
National Allergy Council contract liabilities, which includes funds that are committed and rolled over. 
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https://www.acnc.gov.au/charity/charities/74feaaa8-38af-e811-a963-000d3ad24077/profile


ASCIA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2024 

 

 
7 

 

 

•  S   ’  ca h flow wa  affecte   y the purcha e of the  S    office in 2019. 

• It was also affected by not being able to host an ASCIA 2020 Conference due to COVID-19 lockdowns. 

• Following these events  S   ’  ca h flow ha  recovered in FY24. 
 

ASCIA INCOME SOURCES 

In FY24 the three main income sources for ASCIA were:  

• ASCIA Annual Conference 
Income $842,521 (48%)  remains 
the main source of funds for 
ASCIA.  

• National Allergy Council (NAC) 
Projects assigned to ASCIA 
$575,079 (33%) is funding from 
the federal government that has 
been spent in FY24 on specific 
projects and includes staff 
allocations. 

• ASCIA Annual Membership 
Fees $196,140 (11%) is an 
important income source for 
ASCIA. 

 

 

SUMMARY 

ASCIA has continued to improve its financial sustainability: 

• ASCIA has multiple income sources, no debt, a fixed asset (office) and steady cash flow. 

• ASCIA Annual Conferences remain the main source of income for ASCIA and changing to the hybrid 
model has had many positive effects including financial benefits. 

• Federal government funding for National Allergy Council projects has enabled ASCIA to expand 
capacity, develop resources and support initiatives, which should make a significant impact. 

Significant, ongoing voluntary involvement of members in ASCIA initiatives is greatly appreciated.        
When combined with increased ASCIA staff capacity and funding, this enables ASCIA to continue providing 
world leading resources that are of benefit to ASCIA members, which should ultimately improve the care of 
patients with allergic conditions, immune deficiencies and other immune system disorders.  
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ASCIA Council Nominations 2024-2025  
The following nominations for the positions highlighted below (in blue) were received by the due date: 

• ASCIA President Elect - A/Prof Jane Peake 

Nominated by Dr Michael O’Sullivan, Dr Alberto Pinzon-Charry 

• ASCIA Director - A/Prof Patrick Quinn 

Nominated by Dr Jovanka King, Dr Abigail Cheung 

• ASCIA South Australia representative - Dr Syed Ali 

Nominated by Dr Jovanka King, Dr Phillippa Pucar 

• ASCIA Immunodeficiency committee chair - Dr Jovanka King 

Nominated by A/Prof Patrick Quinn, Dr Syed Ali 

 
DIRECTORS (EXECUTIVE)   

President  Dr Michael O'Sullivan (WA) 

President Elect  A/Prof Jane Peake (QLD) 

Director Dr Kathryn Patchett (NSW) 

Director A/Prof Dr Patrick Quinn (SA) 

    

AREA REPRESENTATIVES 

Australian Capital Territory A/Prof Katrina Randall 

New South Wales Dr Jessica Lai 

New Zealand Dr Shannon Brothers 

Queensland Dr Alberto Pinzon-Charry 

South Australia Dr Syed Ali 

Victoria Dr Samantha Chan 

Western Australia A/Prof Kristina Rueter 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
  

Anaphylaxis  Dr Katie Frith (NSW) 

Drug Allergy  Dr James Yun (NSW) 

Immunodeficiency  Dr Jovanka King (SA) 

Adult Practice  Dr Joseph De Luca (VIC) 

Laboratory Practice  Dr Chris Bundell (WA) 

Paediatric Practice  Dr Lara Ford (NSW) 

    

ASSOCIATE  REPRESENTATIVES    

Associate (Dietitians)  Caroline South (VIC)  

Associate (Nurses)  Jan Belcher (NSW) 

Associate (Medical)  Dr Kathryn Heyworth (QLD)  

Associate (Trainees)  Dr Aimee Huynh (QLD) and Dr Liam Beiglari (NSW) 

    

OTHER COUNCIL MEMBERS    

Immediate Past ASCIA President AProf Theresa Cole (VIC) 

Chair of the Committee for  
Joint College Training in Immunology/Allergy 

Dr Kahn Preece (NSW)  

Allergy and Immunology Foundation of 
Australasia (AIFA) Chair 

Dr Melanie Wong (NSW)  

National Allergy Council co-chair (ASCIA) Prof Michaela Lucas (WA)  
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Incoming ASCIA Pre i ent’  Message:  

Dr Michael O’Sullivan  
Presented at the ASCIA AGM 2024 and available on demand in the video recording of the AGM for 
registered ASCIA 2024 Conference delegates. 

 

In September 2025 we look forward to seeing you at the ASCIA Conference in Brisbane which is being 
organised by Dr Alberto Pinzon-Charry and his organising committee. 

 

 

Meeting closed 14.00 
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ASCIA AGM 2024 Attendance List (117 – comprising 81 in-person and 36 online) 

In-person (81)

Baldwin Dr Samara WA 

Banovic Dr Tatjana SA 

Beck Ms Kathy QLD 

Bhatia Dr Manini VIC 

Bhatia A/Prof Rani NSW 

Bourke Dr Peter QLD 

Boyle A/Prof Michael NSW 

Brothers Dr Shannon NZ 

Chan Dr Damien SA 

Cheung Dr Abigail SA 

Chihumbiri Dr Charles Masimba NSW 

Chow Dr Sing-Jill VIC 

Cole A/Prof Theresa VIC 

Dawes Dr Kathryn VIC 

Dimock Mrs Jillian QLD 

Dorling Ms Nadene NSW 

Douglass Prof Jo VIC 

Dudyala Dr Naren VIC 

Dunstall Ms Rikki NSW 

Falk Dr Monica NSW 

Goh Dr Jebbrine Yi Chien SA 

Goyadi Dr Prasoon VIC 

Gray A/Prof Paul NSW 

Haskard Ms Michelle NSW 

Holden Dr Rob WA 

Hudson Mrs Pam SA 

Hurst Dr Miriam NZ 

Huynh Dr Aimee QLD 

Jang Dr Helena NSW 

Jiang Dr Jocelyn NSW 

Johns Dr Kristi SA 

Joshi Dr Preeti NSW 

Kandel Dr Bhuwan VIC 

Katelaris AM Prof Connie NSW 

Kerr Mrs Monique WA 

King Dr Jovanka SA 

Kingston-Burke Ms Abbey NZ 

Lai Dr Jessica NSW 

Lapirow Dr Daniel VIC 

Loke Dr Paxton VIC 

Loo Dr Pei Ying VIC 

Loprete Dr Jacqueline NSW 

Lord Mrs Allie NSW 

Mackey Dr Leigh SA 

Mallon Prof Dominic WA 

Mamo Ms Emily NSW 

Martin Ms Lara NSW 

McCaughan Dr Annie QLD 

McWilliam Dr Vicki VIC 

Netting Dr Merryn SA 

O'Sullivan Dr Michael WA 

Palmer Ms Sacha SA 

Parker Ms Kayla VIC 

Patchett Dr Kathryn NSW 

Peake A/Prof Jane QLD 

Pinzon Charry Dr Alberto QLD 

Plomley Dr Richard VIC 

Pucar Dr Phillippa SA 

Quinn A/Prof Patrick SA 

Reynolds Dr Claire SA 

Rueter A/Prof Kristina WA 

Satouris Dr Paul NSW 

Shaw Mrs Caralee NZ 

Smith Dr Anthony SA 

Smith Ms Jillian NSW 

Stuckey Dr Martin WA 

Swaminathan Prof Sanjay NSW 

Swan Mrs Angela SA 

Tey Dr Dean VIC 

Thien Prof Francis VIC 

Thomas Ms Samantha WA 

Thompson Dr Derryn SA 

Townsend Dr David ACT 

Turton Dr Emma VIC 

Tyquin Mrs Briony NSW 

Vale Dr Sandra WA 

van Nunen Prof Sheryl NSW 

Wallace Mrs Rachael WA 

Warner Mrs Emma WA 

Wong Dr Melanie NSW 

Yun Dr James NSW 
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Online (36) 

Barwick Ms Kirstie NSW 

Berry Dr Renee WA 

Bourke Dr Jack WA 

Chew Dr  Gary NSW 

Cincotta Dr Domenic VIC 

Dols Ms Monique VIC 

Dunn Ms Rachael WA 

Fenton Ms Naomi NSW 

Frommer Dr Deborah NSW 

Giang Dr Karen VIC 

Godsell Dr Jack NSW 

Hanks Dr Alison QLD 

Jindal Dr Lalita QLD 

Kozgar Dr Sheikh Arif VIC 

Lau Dr Wun Yee TAS 

Leang Dr Zhi Xiang WA 

Leung Ms Po Shan NSW 

Lin Dr Ming Wei NSW 

Loh A/Prof Richard WA 

Martin Dr Caius VIC 

McNaughton Dr Peter QLD 

Morwood Dr Karen QLD 

Moseley Dr Natasha WA 

Ojaimi Dr Samar VIC 

Perel Dr Susan QLD 

Philip Dr Babu QLD 

Pickford Dr Elizabeth NSW 

Robertson Dr Kim QLD 

Rose Ms Stacey WA 

Stiles Ms Samantha WA 

Sullivan Dr Emily VIC 

Tran Dr Yang David VIC 

Usman Dr Muhammad NSW 

Verma Dr Rachna VIC 

White Ms Lynette WA 

Willcocks Dr Sophie QLD 

 

 


